
Giving Chi ldren in Need a Fight ing Chance



I G O R S A I R E L N I K I TA VA N YA M A X I M R YA NH E R M E L I N A

PAGE 2

T E A M

Maya Rowencak, Founder and President 
 
Levin Ng, Assistant to Maya Rowencak
 
Emi Nakajima, Webmaster 
 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S 
David Cohen

Genevieve Gimbert

David Kovach

Robert Lyons

Michael Meltzer

Maya Rowencak

In 2013, Maya’s Hope raised more than $100,000 to 
run ongoing programs in Ukraine and the Philippines. 
We currently sponsor 90 children, provide care for 60 
orphans with special needs, and fund life-saving surgeries. 

W H O  W E  A R E 
Maya’s Hope is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based  
in New York City. 

Maya’s Hope improves the quality of life and provides special 
care to impoverished, abandoned, and orphaned children. 
Through direct care, support, and education, we seek to give 
them hope for a better future and give kids a fighting chance 
against poverty, disease, and neglect in institutions.

W H AT  W E  D O
EDUCATION
Through sponsorship, we provide opportunity and hope to  
children who wish to break the cycle of poverty and achieve 
great things. We provide food, basic necessities, school  
supplies, books, and anything the kids need in order to excel.  

M E D I C A L  C A R E
Through our partners, we arrange necessary treatment for  
any medical emergencies, including surgeries. We also provide 
medical check-ups to maintain the health and well-being of 
each child. 

N U T R I T I O N
Due to extreme poverty, many children are malnourished.  
We make sure that children receive three healthy meals a day.

L O V E
For all the cutie pies in our care, many of whom are orphans, 
we do our absolute best to make them feel secure, happy, and 
loved. Through our caregivers and massage therapists, we are 
able to provide loving care for orphans.

Dear Maya’s Hope Supporters,

It is our third year and I’m happy to say we are 
spreading love and glitter around the world! 
Thanks to your support and our tireless efforts,  
orphans with special needs in Ukraine who once 
were neglected now have amazing caregivers  
and access to medical care. Meanwhile, children 
living in extreme poverty in the Philippines can 
focus on their school and have improved immensely 
in school due to sponsorship. 
We continue to find new ways to improve the lives 
of the children, with a focus on medical needs. 
Improving the overall health and well-being of the 
children is our top priority! 
Thanks to you, friends and supporters, we are  
proving to the world that these kids are superstars 
and deserve a fighting chance! 
Each and every child we help now realizes his or 
her value because of you. And some of our  
orphan superstars are now getting adopted thanks 
to people spreading the news of the kids we feature! 

Maya’s Hope is making miracles… Thank you  
for believing! 

Hugs,  
Maya Rowencak 

Founder and President
Maya’s Hope



2013 HIGHLIGHTS

2 life-saving surgeries
6 caregivers
2 massage therapists 
60  happy orphans  

with special needs

 
WHY UKRAINE?

 
considered a “curse” and parents are 
often encouraged to give up their  
children to state institutions.

 
of bankruptcy and cannot provide  
sufficient support to orphanages.

WHAT IS KALINOVKA?

Hidden in the countryside on an old 
Amish farm, Kalinovka is a state-run 
institution that is the home for children 
and men with mental and physical 
disabilities.

Since Maya’s Hope and Happy Child 
collaborated in 2010, the lives of 
children at Kalinovka have drastically 
improved. Children receive more  
personalized care and medical access. 

Since pictures and videos shared by 
Maya’s Hope have gone viral, 5  
children have been adopted. Prior to 
2011, no child was ever adopted from 
this institution.

UKRAINE’S SECOND HAPPY 
HOME OPENS IN 2014

Founded by Albert Pavlov, Happy Child 
Charity, has built two family-style homes 
at Kalinovka. Each home houses 8 children 
with special needs, one for boys, and the 
new one for girls! 

Maya’s Hope will be hiring more  
caregivers for these homes!

To learn more about becoming a Guardian 
Angel, visit mayashope.org!
 

DOES UKRAINE ALLOW  
AMERICANS TO ADOPT? YES.

Despite the ban of adoption to foreigners in 
Russia since December 2012, Ukraine has 
its doors open to Americans.  

Once upon a time,  
there lived a princess far away.  

Born with little strength,  
Margarita was given away. 

All alone in her crib,  
she coughs and lays in bed.

But we send her formula  
so she is well fed.

To help her fight atrophy,  
we sent her a friend.

With massage therapy,  
Sasha helps her body mend.

Margarita is no longer alone  
in this big world

And we will keep watch over  
our little girl. 

W H O  I S  M A R G A R I TA ?  

Margarita is our princess. She is a social 
orphan who has lived on formula since 
birth.  Doctors in Ukraine considered 
her a “catastrophe.” In court, her mother 
waived her parental rights and Margarita 
now has the chance to be adopted. While 
this little girl has captured the hearts of 
many, we hope she captures the heart of  
a family to call her own.

U K R A I N E

BECOME A LOTUS
A Lotus helps nurture and 
grow Maya’s Hope. As a 
Lotus, you support Maya’s 
Hope programs so our 
children can blossom.

Help cut ie pies BLOSSOM!

GOLD LOTUS
Above $1,000/mo

RED LOTUS
$500 - $999/mo

PINK LOTUS
$100 - $499/mo

WHITE LOTUS
Up to $99/mo



Lotus
Help Maya’s Hope bloom by becoming a 
Lotus! As a Lotus, you support Maya’s Hope 
programs. Starts at $10 a month! 

Guardian Angel 
Be a Guardian angel and provide loving 
and compassionate caregivers for Ukrainian 
orphans. Orphans with special needs live in 
a supportive family environment, receive an 
education and acquire basic life skills.  
Starts at $30 a month!

Margarita’s Hope 
This sponsorship funds formula,  emergency 
surgeries, doctors’ visits, gas for transporting  
children, massage therapy, and any medical 
care. This is inspired by a little girl named  
Margarita who has fought against all odds.  
Starts at $30 a month!

The Pay It Forward College Fund  
Maya’s Hope gives exceptional students the 
opportunity of a college education. They are the 
first in their family to attend college. Education is 
the saving measure for these kids. 

Sponsor a Child  
You give impoverished children opportunity 
and hope. Your sponsorship pays for school 
fees, school supplies, transportation to school, 
uniforms, food, vitamins, and medical treatment. 
We require that children maintain a minimum 
average of B. Starts at $30 a month!

Emergency Medical Fund 
You can save a child’s life by providing funding 
for medical needs for children in the Philippines.

DID YOU KNOW?
If not adopted by the age of 16 in Ukraine, 
an orphan with special needs will spend the 
rest of his life in a mental asylum. 

SUPER SERGEY
Sergey turned 16 on October 24, 2013. The 
boy who had dreamed of a “mama” and 
drew pictures of her, finally got his wish!  
His adoptive parents Karen and Wesley Blake 
had filed the paperwork in the nick of time to 
save our “Superman.”

Just like Superman, Sergey will be adopted.
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BE A FUN-RAISER FOR CUTIE PIES!   
Want to host your own fun-raiser?  

Join Crowdrise! www.crowdrise.com/mayashope
Host a Party, Bake Sale, T-shirt Sale, and more!

Email info@mayashope.org
 
 

Olga with Varya

B E  A  S U P E R H E R O  
A N D  M A K E  A  D I F F E R E N C E

Olga with Varya

Olga with Varya



Igor is one of our toughest little  
cutie pies. He has fought some of  
the greatest battles – including  
hydrocephalus, atrophy, and  
loneliness. Igor won’t give up and 
we’re committed to making sure he 
wins his battle! (We love his smile  
too much!)

Igor had a life saving surgery that  
was funded by Maya’s Hope in  
June 2013. To make sure he  
received post-surgery care, we  
hired a caregiver to give specialized 
attention to help rehabilitate him  
and give care to other orphans in  
his ward.

Igor is doing well and he’s learning 
to walk with his walker. Before his 
surgeries, we hardly saw Igor smile. 
Now, his smile is contagious!  
He’s a favorite with the ladies.  
 
Look at that smile! 

  Special thanks to Mariya Syemashkina, 
who manages the programs of Maya’s 
Hope, and loves the cutie pies!
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F R O M  U K R A I N E  W I T H  L O V E  T O  T H E S E  S U P E R S T A R S

S AV I N G 
P R I VAT E  
I G O R

Keshia Melton  
New Zealand
“I decided to become a 
Maya’s Hope sponsor 
because these sweet, 
beautiful children on the 
other side of the world 

have stolen my heart and I want them to 
have the life they deserve.” 

Keshia makes videos, fundraises, and will  
be the first Maya’s Hope volunteer to go  
to Ukraine. 

Anya Page London, United Kingdom  
is committed to helping grow Maya’s Hope!

Amy Swindle 
Georgia, USA  
loves glitter and  
the cutie pies!

Kayleigh Bloom Illinois, USA
Kayleigh and Christian plan on  
adopting from Ukraine. Kayleigh  
inspires, offers advice, makes videos 
and promotes Maya’s Hope. She is also  
a Guardian Angel.

Heather Waits  
Georgia, USA
Mother of three, her 
daughter is a Maya’s 
Hope super fan,  
Heather loves  
Natasha and Yulia  
at Kalinovka. 

The Beck Family Texas, USA
Ashlee and Paul Beck, adopted two  
children from Bulgaria. She and her 
husband Paul have 8 children. 4 children 
have special needs. 

Vilardo Family Ohio, USA
Julie Vilardo adopted Logan from  
Kalinovka and is a Guardian Angel! 

The Burick Family
Illinois, USA  
Corbett and Joshua 
Burick have four 
children, one of whom, 
was adopted from 
Ukraine. They were 

our very first Guardian Angel sponsors!

Mariya, Igor (left) & Vanya (right)

Igor as a bedridden child  
at Kalinovka in 2012

Igor walking independently

Igor and his caregiver, Artem



He seems unnoticeable 
and never begs for  
attention. He swings in 
the toddler swing and 
smiles. He never talks 
or makes noises, but his 
smile is golden. He is 
already 10 years old and 
lives in a mental institution.
 
His name is Nikita and he 
was abandoned because 
he has Down Syndrome.

Nikita is cute like a doll. 
He has gorgeous, long 
dark eyelashes, a sweet 
smile, and you want to 
hug him. 

One afternoon, I took him 
out with the “big boys.” 
Due to his weak heart, he 
couldn’t be too active and 
so I sat down and cud-

dled him. In that moment, I realized how much Nikita had 
a hold on me. It was like staring at the face of an angel. I 
wanted to take him home, but of course, I could not.

When I returned, an email  arrived. It read: “Nikita is going to die. 
He has a weak heart. He needs an operation. If he has the 
operation, he may die. If he doesn’t have the operation, he 
may die.”
 
He had typical congenital heart defects from having Down 
Syndrome. It was just a matter of time.
 
I prayed for a miracle. Then one day, a woman named Monica 
contacted me about adopting Nikita. Whatever questions,  
concerns or worries Monica had, I answered. If I didn’t know,  
I looked for the answer. Monica was “Nikita’s Hope.”

“Can you get a Mickey 
Mouse shirt and send it to  
Nikita?” she asked. I went 
to the Disney Store in Times 
Square to get Nikita his shirt.  

Months later, a message arrived: 
“We’re approved to adopt 
Nikita.”

A miracle. 

Finally, I flew off to Ukraine 
in the beginning of November and the first little guy I wanted 
to see was Nikita. He happily greeted my hug with a smile and 
we bonded like time and distance never separated us. I noticed 
he still loved music and Mickey Mouse. Before I left, I gave him 
a big hug and kiss, knowing that it was the last time we would 
meet at Kalinovka. 

On Thanksgiving he met his 
mother Monica and his father 
Ricky who would take Nikita 
away and love him forever.

Nikita’s dream is a wish his 
heart makes. His physically 
weak heart brought him a 
family. And now he lives in 
Florida, where he can see 

Mickey at Disney World. Nikita arrived in Florida and high-
fived Mickey on December 10th, 2013. He’s home.

Nikita is scheduled to have heart surgery in the United States. 
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A DREAM IS A WISH 
Y O U R  H E A R T  M A K E S

By Maya Rowencak

Photos: Mariya Syemashkina, Richard Sotolongo,  
Maya Rowencak

Niki ta meets Mickey in F lor ida

There is a little boy in 
Ukraine who spends 
most of his time in a 
crib. Whenever he 
goes into the playroom, 
he picks up Mickey 
Mouse. Mickey didn’t 
just bring him joy, Mickey 
brought him hope. 

He is quiet and less 
active than the other 

children and sits still like a statue. He wears sweaters 
with sewn up cuffs so he can’t chew his hands. He 
consumes his food by sucking it through an old rubber 
nipple attached to an old beer bottle.



Shane & Cassidy Rober tson 
adopted Bogdan & Samuel.  
They had adopted Sasha 
from Kalinovka in 2009.    
 

“ Maya’s Hope provides loving 
care for these orphans…  
so that when they are  
adopted, they are healthier and 
happier than they were in their 
previous conditions! 
 
Maya’s Hope shows the world 
what life can look like for an 
orphan with special needs in 
Ukraine, and these children 
show the world that they are 
capable of so much more than 
anyone could imagine.”

 
—  Kayleigh Bloom 

Maya’s Hope Guardian Angel
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C H I L D R E N  A D O P T E D  F R O M  K A L I N O V K A

In 2012, Logan (formerly known as Lyosha), was adopted 
by the Vilardo family. He now lives in Ohio. 

He is doing well and learning to walk with prosthetics. 
He is learning English and is determined to be the top 
of his game. His favorite superhero is Spiderman and 
he loves going to hockey games. 
 

W H E R E  I S  L O G A N ?

Logan in 2012 Logan with his buddy in 2013

Sasha 
adopted 2009

Logan 
adopted 2012

Bogdan 
adopted November 2013

Samuel 
adopted November 2013



P H I L I P P I N E S

TO COLLEGE AND BEYOND!

Jaylord is our very first superstar who is 
going to college. He is extremely bright 
and determined. He has wanted to  
become an accountant and will be  
attending college in 2014. We are so 
excited for him and his family!

DIANA’S  WISH
By Maya Rowencak

Diana had lost everything. She didn’t have a 
family, had lost her confidence, and couldn’t even 
smile. To show Diana that she has value, her 
sponsor wanted to send her a gift. 

“What does Diana want?” Lizelle asked. 

Lizelle sponsors Diana in the Philippines and 
wanted to get her a special present. 

Diana’s Story: 
Seventeen-year-old Diana is second in a 
brood of five. Her father is a laborer. 
Their father could hardly support the family’s 

daily needs. When their mother got ill, she died  
without being seen by a doctor in October 2008.

Soon the surviving family members got 
separated from one another. Despite their situ-
ation, Diana wouldn’t give up her education.

Her mentor says, “Diana is a precious human 
being–bright, driven and kind-hearted. The 
young girl has a lot of potential and helping 
her fulfill her goals in becoming a teacher will 
benefit not just herself and her family, but  
her community as well. Someday, when she 
becomes a professional, she is hopeful of being 
reunited with her four siblings and their father.”

A Gift She Will Remember
Maya: “Your sponsor wants to get you  
something. What would you like?”

Diana: “All I want is my front tooth.”

Her Hidden Smile
Lizelle was determined to make this wish 
come true. On December 7, 2013, I finally  
received an email from Diana. It was the first 
time I saw a picture of her smiling.

“Thank you very much mam Maya, and 
please extend my warmest thanks to my 
sponsor for the wonderful gift. I will now have 
a confidence facing people that I can give a 
sweet smile when talking with them. Again 
thanks for all the generosity and may God 
bless you both.”
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B I G  T H A N K  Y O U  F R O M  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S

Jaylord will major in accounting.

“ it was the first time Hermelina 
received a present.”  

— Lyn, Field Worker

Pamela De Vera Acosta
wanted to make Hermelina 
feel like a Princess so she 
sent her a castle and princess 
gear. 

Maribeth Remulla Mejia 
surprised Renz for his 
birthday with a pair of 
basketball shoes.

Dave Kovach raised more than $1000 
to buy computer equipment to improve  
communication with Maya’s Hope sponsor 
kids and allow them to do school work.  

Leah Swarzman is a teacher and a 
mother.  Her family purchased canned food 

and other non 
perishable 
items while her 
students made 
specialized 
care packages 
for children in 
our program!    

Beatrice Fiedorowicz and Rob Rogan, 
owners of Square Circle 
New York, in spire their  
students and believe in  
giving kids a fighting 
chance. Their superstar 
fighter, Wayne Barrett, 

wore a shirt with Maya’s Hope on it at 
Madison Square Garden in New York City.



WHY THE PHIL IPPINES? 
When Maya visited the Philippines in 
2008, she witnessed scrawny and  
desperate children living in the streets, 
begging and selling flowers. Why?  
Because they are helping their families  
at an early age.

Children work instead of going to                                              
school. Instead of  forgetting those  
kids, she believes children deserve  
a fighting chance through education 
and the comfort of food and access  
to medical care.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Father Boyet Concepcion is a friend, a 
visionary, a leader and a father to many 
children. He founded 5 institutions that cater 
to the elderly, impoverished children and 
a rehabilitation home for drug addicts. In 
2013, Fr. Boyet and the John D. V. Salvador 
Foundation founded Centro Salvador in 
Tondo, Manila, a community center for 
poverty-stricken children. At Centro Salvador, 
children receive education, nutritious 
meals, and a loving home and community 
with other local children.  

Fr. Boyet also founded Bethlehem House
of Bread Home and San Martin de Porres 
Home for Children in Bulacan, Philippines. 

He has devoted his life to children and 
the community allowing children a chance 
to be part of a loving and supportive family 
and learn life skills as well as provide 
spiritual guidance. Many children have 
turned their lives around from crime in 
order to give back to other children and 
the community. 

All children he meets, and those in his 
care, are his special sheep and deserve 
to be loved and nurtured.

To learn more how you can help,  
email info@mayashope.org!

SAIREL’S HOME
Sairel was first sponsored in 2011.  
Thanks to Gladys and Yohell Collado, 
Mary Liberatore, and Pavlina Fedakova, 
she has been given the opportunity of 
an education!

Sairel loves to draw and sends her  
designs to her sponsors and writes  
the sweetest letters that could just melt 
your heart. 

Sairel dreams of going to college. You 
can be part of her journey to college. 
  
 

www.mayashope.org/donate
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Ryan, 2009

Ryan, 2014

Sairel washing clothes

Sairel’s family

Sairel’s Village

Maya, Father Boyet, and  
Maya’s Hope sponsor kids:  
Justine, Rommel & Angelo



Assets, Liabilities & Net Assets
(As of December 31, 2013)

Assets
Cash & Equivalents 37,925

Investments 1,232

Property Plant and Equipment 868

Total Assets 40,025
Liabilities –

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 40,025

Summary of Revenue  
and Expenses
Contributions 107,810

Investment Revenue 216

Total Expenses (92,448)

Excess Revenue over Expenses 15,578

Statement of Activities

2013 2012

Revenues:

     Public Support 78,117 37,672

     Investment Income/(Loss) 216 11

     Fundraising Events 29,693 20,195

Total Revenues: 108,026 57,878

Expenses:

Program Services
     Grants to Philippines (22,106) (14,447)

     Grants to Ukraine (32,450) (7,320)

     Miscellaneous Grants (460) –

     Travel (4,314) (1,271)

     Development (1,190) –

     Shipping/Postage (3,544) (1,748)

     Wire/Collection Fees (1,736) (862)

     Miscellaneous (4,357) (786)

Total Program Services (70,157) (26,434)

 
General and Administrative (6,772) (1,525)

 
Fundraising

 
(15,519)

 
(8,510)

Total Expenses

Write-off Assets

(92,448)

–

(36,469)

(100)

Change in Net Assets 15,578 21,309

Net Assets - Beginning of Year 24,447 3,138

Net Assets - End of Year 40,025 24,447

ANNUAL OPERATING EXPENSES BY FUNCTION

Fundraising 

17%

Grants &  
Program Services

76%

Management  
& General  

Administration

7%
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F I N A N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  M A K I N G  M I R A C L E S

3 Angels Productions
Aberdeen Proving Ground  
   Federal Credit Union
Agile Productions, Inc.
Alexander West LLC
Amazing Language Services
Bermuda Silverlight Gems 
BidTec
Bloom Tree Partners LLC

Chelsea Manor
Daily Good
Deutsche Bank Americas        
   Foundation
Digital Harvest Capital LLC
Efinia LLC
Energy Media Group, LLC.
Exoltis Technologies Inc.
Fletcher-Nasevich Funeral Home

iGive
J’Adore Love
Jam Organic Ltd
Linux Solutions
Lo Piccolo Family 
Pinoy Dragon
Reflections Photography  
   by Heather Brown
Royal Bank of Canada

Square Circle New York  
Starr Insurance Holdings, Inc.
The Dorey & Whitney Foundation
The Pampered Chef
The Toronto-Dominion Bank
Tocqueville Asset  
   Management L.P.
United Way of New York
Willy’s Mexicana Grill, Inc.

C O R P O R AT E  S P O N S O R S

Monte Albers de Leon  
Sr. Bernarda Arkatin  
Wayne Barrett  
Kayleigh Bloom  
David Cohen 
Fr. Boyet Concepcion
Mary Lourdes  
   Devall-Santos 

Kat Dudina
Leila Fernando-Tolosa 
Beatrice Fiedorowicz 
Genevieve Gimbert 
Yuliya Grytsenko 
Dave Kovach 
The LaGuardia  
   Key Club 

Rob Lyons
Keshia Melton 
Michael Meltzer
Hailey Myziuk 
Levin Ng 
Tanya Ohare 
Anya Page 
Zaldy Patron 

Albert Pavlov 
Jeanne Qiu 
Lyn Ramos 
Fr. Vic Robles 
Rob Rogan 
Agnes Roman
Janeth Rosell 
Karla Sanluis 

Mariya Syemashkina 
Daneille Vrtar
Heather Waits
Rina Wang
Rebecca Washum 
Sean Weissbart 
Deborah Wilson 
Todd Harris Wolf



T H A N K  Y O U  T O  A L L  O F  O U R  2 0 1 3  D O N O R S

$500 TO $999
Lois Bell
Kayleigh & Christian Bloom
Renee Bowe
Jaime & Leira Caceres
Monika Ciecka
Ethan Cohen & Damaris Vega
Ryan de Guzman 
Lana Dickinson
Michael Downs
Kat Dudina
Deanna & Louis Galgano
Victor Gao
Alexandra Gerros
Dev Gopalan
Jennifer & Efrain Hernandez
John & Jennifer Isom
Martin Januski
Hemanth Kovivalla
Vivek Kovivalla
Tanya Masnyk
Aviann Mohammed
Karen Morao
Tara Morgan
Christopher Pegram
Lizelle Pell
Faith Reyes
Maya Rowencak
Lisa Sawyer
Robert Shepherd
Janet Smith
Veronica Tokash
Daneille Vrtar
Heather Waits
Catherine Waldrop

$250 TO $499
Armando Abdon
Pamela Acosta
Jyoti Adhikari
Adamson Alagan
Rachel Astalos
Deborah Baker  
  & Paul Tebogt
William Russell Bennett
Hannah Bradford
Tori Chami & Tulay Lapo
Landon Childs
Assad Clark
Samantha Coburn
Yale Cohen & Neta Golan
Brenda Crozier-Driver
Kathryn DeLuca  
  & Michelle Liberatore
Patricia DeVera Santamaria
Kim Di Meglio
Stella Dogot  
  & Dmitry Koltunov 
Jeffrey Feinman
Rachel Glazer
Peter & Zoanna Hammond
Rhonda Haro
Deanna Hernandez-Arza
Matthew & Mary Jacobs
Lori Kahn

Ted & Patricia (Lambert) Smith
Daniel C. Landis
Nevrin Lapo
Diane Lawley
Marcella A. Leeds
Mary Liberatore
Gabriella Liotta
Nicole Lyons
Leon Machenaud
Marina Maryenko
Leonora McClernan 
Pamela Mellor
Oksana Motyka
Hailey Myziuk  
  & Josh Maddox
Jessica Nathan
Tetyana P. Ohare
Lena Osk Ivarsdottir
Jennifer Page
Daisy Pangilinan
Hyo Sang Park
Kathy Pastorius
Heather Perlmutter
Tammy Poole
Ramon & Maria Rivera
Cynthia Roszkowski
Kevin Ruth
Fredie J. Sacramento
Jennifer Sevarns
Neica Shepherd
Cari & Yosi Soleimany
Justine Stojowski
Christina Trunzo-Mosleh  
  & Gary Mosleh
Lorna & Andy Vassallo
Julieanne Viray & Kevin Biggs
Natalia Viteri
Kevin & Kazuko Wachter
Nitin Wadke
Derek & Sarah Warinner
Alexandra Welch
Todd Harris Wolf
Mahnaz Yadegar
Steven Young & Dean Zostak
Mariya Zarakhovich

$100 TO $249
Shamim Ahmed
Ahmet Altiner
Chersteen Anderson
Eyal Arad
Angela Aranda 
Zafer Atlas
Melissa Bardfield
Linda Benlevy
Michael Boord
Carmen Campos
William Caruso
Joseph and Lilia Chaika
Tanya Chalupa
David Chernin
Jann Chisolm
Mark Chrein
Vinh Chung
Katherine Creag 

Ralph & Miledys D’Atena
Dia Delgado
Robin Dubois
Heidi Fanning
Lawrence & Cynthia Fields
Renee Fishman
Patrick Forget
Peter Fritz
Frode Garborg
Irene Gomez
Ashley Graham  
  & John-Flor Sisante
Jack Hazan
Meera Henderson
Brett Hickey
Craig Hirschfeld  
  & Matthew Korman
Christopher Hohmann
Richard Homan
Talia Kaplan
Josh Kaufthal
Matthew Kim
Misouk Kim
Jason Klarman
Sergey  
  & Tamara Klioutchnikov
Tad Knier
Edward Koller
Lauren Kotcher
Nate Lally
Michael S. Lamonsoff
Jackie Lee
Stacey Leibowitz
Alina Lerman
Fang Li
Lai Ling Li
Wang Liao
Levgenii Lishchynskyi
Mitchell Low
Andrew Maceluch
Parie Markowitz
Ian Mashal
Caroline McCullough
Rekha Rita Mehta
Ronald Meise
Keshia Melton 
Marilyn Meltzer
Dan Millen
Melisa Moehlman Melling
Lindsey & Justin Newman
Peter Nkongho
Mary O’Connell
Roman W Olijnyk
Taryn Palatnek
Jaimie Perla-Furst
Olga Petrova
Joseph Piropato
Christine Pomeranz
Hannah Ramos
Melanie Rebosa
Ajay Reddy
Svetlana Rosis
Joshua Rubin
Kyle Sable
Douglas Samuel

Dick and Kathy Schaeffer
Drew Schwendiman
Sumana Setty
Sara Shemia
Jonathan Siegel
Lisa Singer
Craig L. Slutzkin
Genie Smilowitz
Catherine Smolen
Ivan Spielberg
Rodney & Mary Stanford
Megan & Ryan Stout
Jonathan Tobkes
Valerie Tocci
Arlene Torrijos
Nam H. Trinh
Kateryna Uryvska
Elena Vereshchak
Laura Viise
Kumiko Wada
Sean Weissbart
Brooke Welsch
Ian Willemsen
Christopher Wong
Michael Woodruff
Daniel Yadegar
Diana Yadegar
Konstantin Zaliznyak

UP TO $99
Nayka Acuna
Krati Agrawal
Marijes & Rafael Apostol
Elle Aviv
Roy Baker
Brian Balandra
Katie Barchas Wilson
Ricardo & Helen Benito
Julie Bergen & Debbie Waits
Eddie Bernardo
Nora Bishop
Patricia Biswanger
Michelle Bradbury
Taylor Bronson
Kerry Brooks
Linda Buchanan
Rebecca Burick
Glyn Butler
Nolan Cabeje
Samuel Calderon
Wilfredo & Arcely Camota
Lee Campos
Eli Carrington
Marina Chernin
Jann Chisholm
Michele Chmielecki
Shawn Classen
Emine Colok
Tara Cushing
Marietta Daly
Angela de Castro
Andrew De Mars
Lauren DeStefano
Cathy Domzalski
Michael Donohue

Rossella Doveri
Janice Dugan
Katie Egender
Emily Esca
Gemma & Gidget Estomo
Shirley Ferrara
Ferrara Family
Katie Fisk
Erlinda Flores
Nina Gailey
Vincent Gau
Spencer Gee
Richard Glennan
Edgar & Gennet Gomez
Angelita Gonzalez
Kevin & Theresa Gosse
Jacob Graham
Matau Guru
Emily Hamlin
AK & SJ Harrington
Red Barn Herbs
Morgan Hewitt
Garland Hook
Margaret Hopkins
Jason Hough
Alberto & Zenith Ilagan
Galit Ishay
Ilene Jarolem
Petro & Martha Kazanlwsky
Mia Kim
Adrian Klos & Helene Klos
Brian Kluba
Margaret Konecsni
Alla Korzh
Janice Kubow
Yulia Kuchero
Iyin Landre
Wendy Lau
Mohamed Lemfadli
Etienne Leue
Ekaterina Lioubar
Dee Long
Generoso & Anna Luna
Kimbirly Mack
Irene A Maday  
  & Maria H M Woznyj
Tara Reilly Mahon
Shail Maingi
Vanessa Manley
Jose Manzano
Simon Marilyn
Debbie Marks
Mark Marozza
Arnold Marzan
Georgina Matthews
Jennifer McCaleb
Dorothy McElrath
Edgar Medina
Mikhail Medvedev
Judith Mendoza
Donna and John Metz
Roland Miller
Erin Monteiro
Joby Moore
Carlos Morris

Rebecca Morris
David Mykel
Emi Nakajima
Julie Nebel
Bruce Newman-Smith
Sergiu Nicoara
Chris Noble
Nestor & Judith Olegario
Ana Ortiz
Mateusz Ozimek
Evelyn Padilla
Tisha Padilla
Juliet Paperno
Dwayne Parker
Suzanne Pauley
Andres Pereira
Deon Phillipps
Kyle Pierce
Kimiko Proctor
Sarah Purvis
Franco Quartuccio
Elisa Ramos
Barbara Rektorik
Araceli P. Reyes
Maria Reyna-Rivera
Julian Robbins
Janeth Rosell
Janeth Rud
Moody Saint Louis
Mariana Saltachin
Fabian Santiago
Mary Santiago
Iliya Sapozhnikova
Melissa Scheetz
Tina Schiavone
Jordana Shenkman
Patrick Sickels
Olena Sidlovych
Julie Somarriba
Monica Sotolongo
Jennifer Stepanyk
Stolz Family
Adam & Heather Teeter
Rachel Tiep-Daniels
Shantelle Tipping
Claude Towe
Phung Tran
Randall Trombley
Dora Tuez
Carmen & Joven Turingan
Nithya Venkateswaran
Ely & Babes Versoza
Peter A. Versoza
Ofelia Villar
Amelia & Angelo Viray
Jeremy Waits
Nicki waits
An Wang
Timothy Williams
Deborah Wilson
Michael Wu
May Yu Whu
Chad Zamkoff
Christopher M. Zelig
Sharon Ziegler

$2,000 AND ABOVE 
Monte Albers de Leon  
  & Michael Meltzer
Joshua & Corbett Burick
Beatrice Fiedorowicz  
  & Rob Rogan

 

Stephen Gavin
Barbara Kennedy
Anya Page
Julie Vilardo

$1,000 TO $1,999 
Ken Banta & Tony Powe
Soren Bech
Ashlee & Paul Beck
Sally Belinger
Anna Blighton
David Cohen  
  & Lindsey Page

Adam “Heke” Esses
R C Gabreski
Genevieve  
  & Christopher Gimbert
Yuliya Grytsenko
Jakob Hyldahl

David Kovach
Albert Lagnado 
Angela Liu
Robert Lyons
Maribeth & Pedro Mejia
Amy Swindle

A. De Vos Photo 
Amy Laurent 
Andrea Wysocki  
Astaire Bespoke 
Baire  
Baked in Brooklyn 
Be The Light New York 
BidTec   
BisCo Latte   
Blur Graphics  

Brown Harris Stevens 
C2C Mobile  
Chelsea Manor 
CROM Martial Training 
EcoGenics   
Elixir   
Estee Lauder  
Garan   
Grand St.   
Grubhub Seamless   

HautePR   
Jene Luciani  
Jewels for Hope  
Joe Coffee   
Jose Bravo   
Kare Thai   
Kramer Portraits NY  
Luis Alves   
Mercedes Club 
Morris & McVeigh LLP  

Murad   
O’Live Organic Spa  
Only Hearts 
Alex Potemkin  
  Photography 
Pulse Karaoke NYC  
Radiance Report  
Rain Bee   
Rewined Candles 
Robbins Wolfe Eventeurs 

Safari Ltd.   
Safavieh Home Furnishings 
Sephora   
Sisley Paris  
Snow & Ivy  
Sonja in the City  
Square Circle New York 
Staples  
Supersmile   
The Café Grind 

The Ukrainian Institute  
   of America 
Todd Harris Makeup  
Todd Kellstein 
Truman’s   
Von Boozier Candles 
Washu Washu Designs 
Wilson Creek Winery 
Young Oasis  
 

DONATIONS IN KIND
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The above individuals generously donated to Maya’s Hope from January 1 – December 31, 2013.
Every donor is valuable to Maya’s Hope. We apologize if we have omitted any name from this list.



“ S A I N T ”  B E R N A R D A
BY MAYA ROWENCAK

There are very few people 
who can affect the lives of 
many in a lifetime.   
 
Sister Bernarda Arkatin has 
dedicated her life to helping 
children. Since she was 19, 
she has been teaching in 
schools, conducting orches-
tras, writing music, and has 
been traveling for more than 

20 years to Ukraine,  giving hope to orphans and those she refers 
to as the “crippled.”  Sister Bernarda is now in her 90s and still 
sends care packages to orphanages throughout Ukraine.   

With a rod in her back, Sister Bernarda lets nothing stop her from 
touching the lives of people who are often forgotten in this world.  
She has personally paid for countless surgeries for children and 
adults, and believes in sharing music, art, spirituality, and balloon 
animals as a way of spreading happiness and hope.  

Sister Bernarda has been a 
tremendous influence on me 
as well as Maya’s Hope. She 
is a confidant, and showed 
me the path to helping those 
in Ukraine. When I ask her 
why she does all this work?  
“Nothing is more precious 
than seeing the smiles on their 
faces. All these children need is 
love,“ replied Sr. Bernarda.

On behalf of all the children we help throughout the world 
and Maya’s Hope, thank you for being a superhero. 

MAYA’S HOPE  

Maya’s Hope is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization  
dedicated to helping cutie pies around the world.

OUR SECOND FUN–RAISER WAS A HIT!

Hope:  
An Evening  
Celebrating  
Superstars,  

was our second  

annual Fun-raiser at 

The Ukrainian Institute 

of America in New York 

City on October 22, 

2013.  We raised over 

$25K for Maya’s Hope!  

We had a star-filled  

evening with special 

guest, Sr. Bernarda.

Because of Maya’s Hope’s work in  
the Philippines, Maya Rowencak  
was awarded the Outstanding Filipino  
of New York Award for Community  
Service at Carnegie Hall in New York 
City. The White House and Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg congratulated 
the winners.

FROM CUTIE PIES  
TO SUPERSTARS
“ After my first visit to Kalinovka, all I  
wanted was for these children to feel loved.

“  Two years later, we hired six caregivers 
and two massage therapists. When you 
see the photos of these kids today, you see 
the smiles, the laughter, and the sparkle in 
their eyes that didn’t seem to exist before. 
But the best part is that these kids are no 
longer hidden and forgotten; they’re the 
world’s superstars!” — Maya Rowencak

YOU ARE  A  HERO!
Thank you for believing in the potential  
of the children we help at Maya’s Hope.  

You are making miracles happen. 

31 West 34th St ,  Sui te 7065 
New York, NY 10001 USA

mayashope.org | (347) 699 - MAYA
info@mayashope.org

Maya’s Hope Superstars in the Philippines

Sr. Bernarda visiting a 
Ukrainian orphanage 

September 2010

Sr. Bernarda at  
Maya’s Hope Gala in NYC

October 2013


